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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IBE Letter which is now ſubmitted to the Public, was 


not originally intended for the preſs. The Narrative which 
it contains was drawn up for the information and entertain- 


ment of a private circle. The ſame, however, cannot be 


ſaid of the Plans that illuſtrate it: they were intended for 


publication, and were already in the hands of the Engraver, 


when, at the earneſt ſolicitation of the Publiſher, the Gen- 


tleman who deſigned them was perſuaded to conſent to the 


Letter's being annexed to the Plans. 


The Reader will, therefore, be pleaſed to bear theſe 


circumſtances in his recollection, in the peruſal of the follow- 
ing ſheets, 


1 The 


— ——— ———— —— — r ͤ ͤ p m ? dx ß“ — 


— +—<ihey E II ens — — — - 
— — - — DA. . d ̃⁵—“——— w . el A 7⅛˙b ' — — — — 


WY 

The Publiſher cannot but congratulate himſelf and the 

Public, on having thus obtained an authentic deſcription 
of an Action, that reflects ſuch luſtre on the wiſdom, 
ability, and intrepid conduct of the Britiſh Admiral; which 
| places the ſuperior bravery, diſcipline, and ſeamanſhip of 
the Britiſh Navy, in ſo exalted a point of view; and which, 
conſidering all the circumſtances attending it, 1s certainly 


unprecedented in the Naval Annals of Great Britain. 


On board the Lively Frigate, off the Iſland of Scilly, 
February 27, 1797. 


? 


Z O NCE more, my dear Sir, I am in fight of Old England, the land 

of rational liberty ; and the pleaſure of reviſiting my native country, 
after an abſence of ſix years, is not a little increaſed by the ſatisfaction 
of being on board a frigate that is the meſſenger of great and important 
news ;—a ſplendid and deciſive victory -a victory unparalleled in the 
annals of our naval hiſtory. 


Admiral Sir John Jervis, with fifteen ſail of the line and four frigates, 
has defeated the Spaniſh Grand Fleet, conſiſting of twenty-ſeven ſhips 
of the line and ten frigates, and captured four fail of the line, two of 
which are of three decks, 


This 
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This brilliant affair took place off Cape St. Vincent's, on-the 14th of 


February, the anniverſary of St. Valentine, who by this glorious event 


has almoſt eclipſed his brother Criſpian ; ; and henceforth we muſt fay, 


with the Poet: 


« He that's outliv'd this day, and comes ſafe home, 
« Will ſtand a tiptoe when the day is nam'd, 


« And rouſe him at the name of Valentine.“ 


Captain Calder, Captain of -the Fleet under the command of Sir John 
Jervis, bears home the Admiral's diſpatches, and is now on board the 
Lively. It is expected that he will land to-morrow ; and I purpoſe to 


avail myſelf of that opportunity, to tranſmit you ſuch an account of 


this ſplendid action, as I have been able to arrange in the time that has 


clapſed fince we ſeparated from the Britiſh Fleet in Lagos Bay, 


Lou will, perhaps, wiſh to know aby what fortunate means I became a 


witneſs of this brilliant action; and, that my narrative may obtain the 


more credit with you, you ſhall be firſt ſatisfied on that head. When 


Sir Gilbert Elliot, late Viceroy of Corſica, embarked at Porto Ferajo 
for England, I had the honour to accompany his Excellency. Sir 
Gilbert embarked on board the Minerva frigate, Captain George 


Cockburn, carrying -the broad pendant of Commodore Nelſon, We 
quitted Elba at the latter end of January, and, after reconnoitring the 


principal French and Spaniſh ports in the Mediterrancan, arrived at 


Gibraltar a few days after the Spaniſh — had paſſed through the 
3 | Straits 


[43 


Straits from Carthagena. Impatient to join Admiral Sir John Jervis, 
Commodore Nelſon remained only one day at Gibraltar, and proceeded 
| from thence on the 11th of F ebruary to the Weſtward. It 1s not 
eſſential to communicate to you the particulars attending the Minerva's 
being chaſed by two Spaniſh line-of-battle ſhips from the Bay of 
Gibraltar ; nor of her falling in with the Spaniſh fleet, off the mouth 


of the Straits. It is ſufficient to ſay, the Commodore joined Admiral 
Sir John Jervis's fleet off Cape St. Vincent, on the 13th of February, 


juſt in time to communicate to the Admiral ſome intereſting intelligence, 
concerning the force and ſtate of tlie Enemy's fleet, and to remove his 
pendant to the Captain, of 74 guns. | 


Upon joining the Britiſh Fleet, the Lively frigate, commanded by 
the Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Garlies, was appointed to proceed with 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, and the gentlemen accompanying him, to England; 
but there being at this time reaſon to expect an approaching action between 
the two Fleets, the Lively, at the joint ſolicitations of Sir Gilbert Elliot 
and Lord Garlies, was detained with the ron until the event ſhould 
be known. 


Thus ſtationed on board the Lively, which acted as a repeating 


frigate during the action, I was at liberty to obſerve the manceuvres of 
both Fleets, and to view the intereſting ſcene before me, with more 
preciſion and leiſure than if the ſhip in which I was embarked had 
been a principal in the fight ; and by comparing my notes with others, 
and conferring with the chief actors in this brilliant affair, I have 
reaſon to believe, I have not only collected correct information relative 
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to the proceedings of our Fleet, and to the conduct of ſome individuals, 
whoſe behaviour on that occaſion entitles them ſtrongly to the admira- 


tion and gratitude of their King and country ; but I am enabled to 
illuſtrate my deſcription of the events with a ſeries of ſketches, ſhew- 


ing the Fleets in various poſitions, which to you who are converſant 


with my method, and are intereſted in theſe details, will convey, T 


have little doubt, a ſatisfactory idea of this ſplendid and important 


engagement. 


I need not, for the preſent purpoſe, detail to you the many diſappoint- 
ments and unfortunate accidents experienced by the Britiſh Admiral, pre- 
vious to the moment which ſo amply repaid him for all his former ſoli- 


citude, Such a relation would indeed ſtrongly illuſtrate one of the 


great qualities which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh his mind, and would 
preſent him to you, not only firm and undaunted, but riſing under 
difficulties in proportion to their preſſure. It will, however, be ſuffi- 
cient for a clear comprehenſion of what I have to lay before you, on 


the proceedings of the glorious 14th of February, to remark, that not- 
withſtanding the means taken by his Majeſty's Miniſters for augment- 
ing Sir John's fleet to a force adequate to the ſervice, yet ſuch had 
been the loſſes and injuries“ ſuſtained * the Britiſh ſquadron, from 


cauſes 


* Courageux, of 74 guns, loſt in the Straits of Gibraltar. 

Gibraltar, of 80 guns, forced from her anchorage at Gibraltar, fnick on the Pearl 
Rock in quitting the Bay, and obliged to proceed to England for repairs. 

Zealous, of 74 guns, ſtruck on a rock in Tangiers Bay, and obliged to repair at Liſbon. 

Rombay Caftle, of 74 guns, loſt in going into the River Tagus. 

Saint George, of three decks, grounded on the Cachops, coming out of the Tagus the 
18th January, and obliged to put back for repairs. 


I 


cauſes equally unavoidable and diſaſtrous, that his actual force, when 


the reinforcements, under the command of Rear-Admiral William 


Parker, joined him off Cape St. Vincent, was in effect the ſame as 


that which he commanded when theſe reinforcements were firſt 


required. It is ſomewhat remarkable, that even this force was in im- 


minent danger of being further diminiſhed by the unfortunate accident 


of the Coloſſus and Culloden running aboard of each other, by 


which the latter received ſuch material and ſerious i injury, that under 
any other circumſtances it might have been prudent for her to have taken 
refuge in the neareſt port. The zeal, activity, and reſources of her 
commander, Captain Trowbridge, were however equal to the remedy- 
ing of this evil; and in a ſhort time the Culloden, though her damages 


could by no means be entirely repaired, was nevertheleſs reported fit 


again for ſervice. 


With ſome commanders it might have been deemed the moſt prudent 


conduct, under theſe circumſtances, to have acted on the defenſive until 


additional ſhips had been ſent from England: with Sir John Jervis it 
was otherwiſe—he, confiding in the unanimity, zeal, and bravery of the 
ſquadron under his command, determined on active operations. Fixing 
a rendezyous for his reinforcements, for his cruiſers, and for the convoys 
that he expected, he went to ſea with ten fail of the line, though he 


knew the Enemy might have, if they had not, thrice that number; and 


after accompanying a Portugueſe ſquadron and convoy a convenient 
diſtance to the weſtward, he repaired to the place appointed, where he 
was joined by his reinforcement, under Rear-Admiral Parker, 
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Before I enter on the detail of the proceedings of the important day 
which will certainly immortalize the name of Jervis, and of his brave 
ſeconds, it is proper to ſtate the relative force of the Britiſh and 
Spaniſh Fleets. | | 


The Britiſh Fleet, or to uſe, I believe, a more correct term, the 
Britiſh Squadron, conſiſted of fifteen fail of the line, four frigates, a 
loop of war, and a cutter, viz. two of 100 guns, two of 98 guns, 


two of go guns,—Total, fix three-deckers, eight of 74 guns, and one 
of 64 guns *. 


The Spaniſh Fleet was compoſed of twenty- ſeven fail of the line, 
ten frigates, and one brig ; viz, one of four decks, carrying 136 guns; 
ſix of three decks, each of 112 guns, ; two of 84 guns, and eighteen of 
74 guns each 7. 


The Spaniſh Admiral had ſailed from Carthagena the 4th of February. 
On the 5th, he paſſed Gibraltar, leaving in that Bay three line- of- battle 
ſhips, ſuppoſed to be laden with military ſtores for the Spaniſh troops 
ſtationed before that garriſon; two of which ſhips afterwards chaſed 
Commodore Nelſon, in the Minerva. The ſtrong eaſterly gale that had 
been friendly for their getting out of the Mediterranean, was however 
unpropitious to their gaining the Port of Cadiz. 


On 
* /id: Appendix, Ne II. 
+ Vide Appendix, Ne III. 
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On the night of the 11th, as I have before mentioned, they were 
fallen in with, off the mouth of the Straits, by the Minerva. And 
the evening of the day on which Commodore Nelſon joined Sir John 
Jervis off Cape St. Vincent, we find their Fleet driven farther to the 
Weſtward; for a part of them were not only ſeen by the Minerva, before 
ſhe joined the Britiſh Fleet; but La Bonne Citoyenne, a Britiſh ſloop 
of war, commanded by Captain Lindſay, arrived in the fleet the ſame 


evening with intelligence, that not two hours before ſhe had exchanged | 


ſhots with one of the Enemy's frigates, and that the Enemy's Fleet 
was not far diſtant. 


It was upon receiving this intelligence, and hearing Sir John Jervis, 
in conſequence of it, give orders for the ſignal to be made to prepare 
for battle, that Sir Gilbert Elliot and Lord Garlies earneſtly ſolicited 
to remain with the ſquadron until the event of the action ſhould be 
known: and his conſent to this requeſt enables me to offer you a detail 
of the operation of that day, ſo highly honourable to the Britiſh Arms. 


And now, my dear Sir, having ſatisfied you on my own means of 
information, I proceed to the object of my Letter. 


Before ſun- ſet in the evening of the 1 3th, the ſignal had been made for 


the Britiſh Squadron to prepare for battle, and the ſhips were alſo directed 
to keep in cloſe order during the night, 


E 


At day- break on the 14th (St. Valentine's day) the Britiſh Fleet was 
in complete order, formed 1 in two diviſions (vide Plate Ne I.) ſtanding on 
a wind to the 8. S. W. The morning was hazy. About half paſt ſix 
"6 clock A. M. the Culloden made the ſignal for five ſail in the 8 W. by 8. 
quarter, which was ſoon after confirmed by the Lively and Niger frigates, 
and that the ſtrange fail were by the wind on the ſtarboard tack. The 
Bonne Citoyenne ſloop of war, Captain Lindſay, was therefore directed 
to reconnoitre. At a quarter paſt eight o'clock, the Squadron was 
ordered, by ſignal, to form in a cloſe order; and in a few minutes after- 
wards the ſignal was repeated to prepare for battle. 


About half paſt nine o'clock, the Culloden, Blenheim, and Prince 

George, were ordered to chaſe in the S. by W. quarter; which, upon the 
Bonne Citoyenne's making a ſignal that ſhe ſaw eight fail in that quarter, 
was afterwards ſtrengthened by the Irreſiſtible, Coloſſus, and Orion. 


A little paſt ten o'clock, the Minerva frigate made the ſignal for 
twenty fail in the 8. W. quarter, and a few minutes after, of eight fail in 
the 8. by W. Half an hour afterwards the Bonne Citoyenne made the 
ſignal that ſhe could diſtinguiſh ſixteen, and immediately afterwards 


twenty-five of the ſtrange ſhips, to be of the line. The Enemy's Fleet 
were indeed become now viſible to all the Britiſh Squadron. 


The ſhips firſt diſcovered by the Culloden, were ſeparated from their 
main body, which being to windward, were bearing down in ſome 


confuſion, with a view of joining their ſeparated ſhips. It appeared to 


have 
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have been the Britiſh Admiral's intention, upon diſcovering the ſeparated 
ſhips of the Enemy's Fleet,to have cut them off, if poſſible, before their 
main body could arrive to their aſſiſtance; and with this view the faſt- 
failing ſhips of his ſquadron were ordered to chaſe. 


Aſſured now of the near poſition of their main body, he probably 
judged it moſt adviſable to form his fleet into the line of battle, and 
the ſignal was made for their forming the line of battle a-head and a-ſtern 


as moſt convenient. A ſignal was made directing the Squadron to ſteer 
8. 8. W. V ide Plate Ne II.) 


About twenty minutes paſt eleven o'clock, the Admiral pointed out 
that the Victory (his flag-ſhip) would take her ſtation next to the 
Coloſſus. Some variation in ſteering was afterwards directed, in order 
to let the rear ſhips cloſe up. At twenty-ſix minutes paſt eleven o'clock, 
the Admiral communicated his intention to paſs through the enemy's 
line, hoiſting his large flag and enſign; and ſoon after the ſignal was made 
to engage. 1 


The Britiſh van by this time had approached the Enemy; and the 
diſtinction of leading the Britiſh line into action, fell to the lot of the 
Culloden, commanded by Captain Trowbridge. About half paſt eleven 


o'clock, the firing commenced from the Culloden againſt the enemy's 
headmoſt ſhips to wennn. 
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As the Britiſh Squadron advanced, the action became more general; and 


it was ſoon apparent that the Britiſh Admiral had accompliſhed his deſign - 
of paſſing through the enemy's line. 


The animated and regular fire of the Britiſh Squadron was but fe ebly 


returned by the enemy's ſhips to windward, which, being fruſtrated in 
their attempts to join the ſeparated ſhips, had been obliged to haul their 
wind on the larboard tack : thoſe to leeward, and which were moſt 
effectually cut off from their main body, attempted alſo to form on their 
larboard tack, apparently with a determination of either paſſing through, 


or to leeward of our line, and joining their friends; but the warm 


reception they met with from the centre ſhips of our ſquadron, ſoon 


obliged them to put about ; and excepting one, the whole ſought ſafety 


in flight, and did not again appear in the action until the cloſe of the 


day / vide Plate No III). 


The ſingle ſhip juſt mentioned perſevered in paſſing to leeward of the 
Britiſh line, but was ſo covered with ſmoke, that her intention was not 


diſcovered until ſhe had reached the rear, when ſhe was not permitted to 


paſs without notice, but received the fire of our ſternmoſt ſhips; and as 
ſhe luffed round the rear, the Lively and other frigates had alſo the 


honour of exchanging with this two-decker ſeveral broadſides. 


Sir John Jervis, having effected his firſt purpoſe, now directed his 
whole attention to the enemy's main body to windward, conſiſting 


at 


E 


at this time of eighteen ſail of the line. At eight minutes paſt twelve, 
the ſignal therefore was made for the Britiſh fleet to tack in ſucceſſion, 
and ſoon after he made the ſignal for again paſſing the enemy's line, 


The Spaniſh Admiral's plan ſeemed to be to join his ſhips to leeward, 
by wearing round the rear of our line; and the ſhips which had paſſed 
and exchanged ſhots with our ſquadron, had actually borne up with this 


view. 


This deſign, however, was fruſtrated by the timely oppoſition of 
Commodore Nelſon, whoſe place in the rear of the Britiſh line afforded 
him an opportunity of obſerving this mancœuvre, and of penetrating 
the Spaniſh Admiral's intention. His ſhip, the Captain, had no ſooner 
paſſed the rear of the enemy's ſhips that were to windward, than he 


ordered her to wear, and ſtood on the other tack towards the enemy. 


In executing this bold and deciſive manceuvre, the Commodore reached 
| the ſixth ſhip from the enemy's rear, which was the Spaniſh Admiral's 
own ſhip, the Santiſſima Trinidada, of 136 guns, a ſhip of four decks, 
and faid to be the largeſt in the world. Notwithſtanding the inequality 
of force, the Commodore inſtantly engaged this coloſſal opponent, and 
for a conſiderable time had to contend not only with her, but with her 
ſeconds a-head and a- ſtern, of three decks each, While he maintained 
this unequal combat, which we viewed with . admiration mixed with 
anxiety, his friends were flying to his ſupport / vide Plate, N® IV.); and the 
Enemy's attention was ſoon directed to the Culloden, Captain Trowbridge, 
D and 
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and in a ſhort time after to the Blenheim, of 90 guns, Captain Frederick, 
who opportunely came to their affiſtanoe. 


The intrepid conduct of the Commodore ſtaggered the Spaniſh Admiral, 
who already appeared to waver in purſuing his intention of joining the 
ſhips cut off by the Britiſh Fleet, when the Culloden's arrival, and 

Captain Trowbridge's ſpirited ſupport of the Captain, together with 
the approach of the Blenheim, followed by Rear-Admiral Parker, with 

the Prince George, Orion, Irreſiſtible and Diadem,. not far diſtant, 

determined the Spanith Admiral to change his defign altogether, and to 


make the ſignal for the ſhips of his main body to haul their wind, and 
make ſail on the larboard tack. 


Advantage was now apparent in favour of the Britiſh Squadron, and 
not a moment was loſt in improving it. As the ſhips of Rear-Admiral 
Parker's diviſion approached the Enemy's ſhips, in ſupport of the 
Captain and her gallant ſccondgthe Blenheim and Culloden, /vide Plate, 
Ns V.) the cannonade became more animated and impreſſive. The 
- ſuperiority of the Britiſh fire over that of the enemy, and its effects 
on the enemy's hulls and fails, were ſo evident, that we in the frigate 
no longer heſitated to pronounce a glorious termination of the conteſt. 


The Britiſh Squadron at this time was formed in two diviſions, both 
on the larboard tack ; their ſituation was as follows: / vide Plate N& VI.) 
Rear-Admiral Parker, with ths Blenheim, Culloden, Prince George, 
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the Rear-Admiral's ſhip, Captain, Orion, Irreſiſtible, compoſed one divi- 


fion, which was engaged with the enemy's rear. Sir John Jervis, with the 


other diviſion, conſiſting of the Excellent, Victory, Barfleur, Namur, 


Egmont, Goliah, and Britannia, was prefling forward in ſupport of his 
advanced ſquadron, but had not yet approached the real ſcene of action. 


The Coloſſus having in the early part of the day unfortunately loſt her 
fore-yard and fore- top- ſail- yard, was obliged, in conſequence of theſe 
loſſes, to fall to leeward, and the Minerva's ſignal was made to take her in 
tow ; which was, however, handſomely declined by Captain Murray, 


when the Minerva had come within hail in execution of her orders. 


While the Britiſh advanced diviſion warmly preſſed the enemy's centre 
and rear, the Admiral meditated, with his diviſion, a co-operation, which 


muſt effectually compel ſome of them to ſurrender. 


In the confuſion of their retreat, ſeveral of the enemy's ſhips had 


doubled on each other, and in the rear they were three or four deep 
vide Plate, Ne VI.) It was therefore the Britiſh Admiral's deſign 


to reach the weathermoſt of theſe ſhips, then bear up, and rake 


them all in ſucceſſion with the ſeven ſhips compoſing his divifion. 


His object afterwards was to paſs on to the ſupport of his van 


diviſion, which, from the length of time they had been engaged, 


he judged might be in want of it. The caſual poſition, however, 
of the rear ſhips of his van diviſion, prevented his executing this 
plan: the Admiral, therefore, ordered the Excellent, the leading 


ſhip | 


r 
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ſhip of his own diviſion, to bear up; and, with the Victory, he himfelf | 
paſſed to leeward of the enemy's rearmoſt and leewardmolt ſhips, which, 
though almoſt ſilenced in their fire, continued obſtinately to reſiſt the 
animated attacks of all their. opponents. 


Captain Collingwood, in the Excellent, in obediene to the Admiral' 8 
orders, paſſed between the two rearmoſt ſhips of the Enemy's line, 
{vide Plate, Ne VI.) giving to the one moſt to windward, a 74, ſo 
effectual a:broatlfide; that, with what ſhe had received before, her Captain 
was induced to ſubmit. The Excellent afterwards bore down on the 
{lip to leeward, a three · decker; but obſerving the Orion engaged with 
her, and the Victory approaching her, he threw into her only a few 
diſcharges of muſketry, and paſſed on to the ſupport of the Captain, at 
that time warmly engaged with a three · decker carrying a flag. His 
interference here was opportune, as the continual and long fire of the 
Captain had almoſt expended the ammunition ſhe had at hand, and the 
loſs of her fore- top-maſt, and other injuries ſhe had received in her 
rigging, had rendered her nearly ungovernable. | 


The Spaniſh three-decker had loſt her mizen-maſt; and before the 
Excellent arrived in her proper ſtation to open on this ſhip, the three- 
decker dropped aſtern aboard of, and became entangled with, a Spaniſh 
two-decker that was her ſecond: thus doubled on each other, the 
Excellent gave the two ſhips her fire, and then moved forwards to afliſt 
the headmoſt ſhips in their attack on the Spaniſh Admiral, and the other 
ſhips of the Enemy's centre. | 
— Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile Sir John Jervis, diſappointed in his plan of raking the 
Enemy's rear ſhips, and having directed, as before obſerved, the Excellent 
to bear up, ordered the Victory to be placed on the lee-quarter of the 

rearmoſt ſhip of the Enemy, a three-decker, {vide Plate, No VI. ) and 
having by fignal ordered the Irreſiſtible and Diadem to ſuſpend their firing, 
threw into the th ree-decker ſo powerful a diſcharge, that her commander, 
ſeeing the Barfleur, carrying Vice-Admiral the Hon. W. Waldegrave's | 
flag, ready to ſecond the Victory, thought proper to ſtrike to the Britiſh 
Chief. Two of the Enemy's ſhips had now ſurrendered, and the Lively | 
frigate and Diadem had orders to ſecure. the prizes. The next that fell, 
were the two with which Commodore Nelſon was engaged, 


While Captain Collingwood ſo nobly ſtepped in to his aſſiſtance, as has 
been mentioned before, Captain R. W. Miller, the Commodore's Captain, 
was enabled to repleniſh his lockers with ſhot, and prepare for a renewal 
of the fight: no ſooner, therefore, had the Excellent paſſed wed than 
the gallant Commodore renewed the battle. | | 


+ The three-decker with which he was before engaged having fall. 
aboard her ſecond, that ſhip, of 84 guns, became now the Captain' $ 
opponent. To her Commodore Nelſon directed a vigorous fire; nor was 
it feebly returned, as the loſs of the Captain evinced, near twenty men 
being killed and wounded in a very few minutes. It was now that the 
various damages already ſuſtained by that ſhip through the long and 
arduous conflict which ſhe had maintained, en to render a conti- 


E wo nuance 
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nuance of the conteſt in the uſual way precarious, or perhaps impoſlible ; 
and the Commodore not bearing to part with an enemy of whom he had 
aſſured himſelf, he inſtantly reſolved on a bold and deciſive meaſure, 
and determined, whatever might be the event, to attempt his opponent ; 


| ſword in hand. The boarders were ſummoned, and orders given to Wy 
the Captain on board the Enemy. 


Fortune favours the brave; nor on this occaſion was ſhe unmindful of 
her favourite. Captain Miller ſo judiciouſly directed the courſe of the 
Captain, that ſhe was laid aboard the ſtarboard quarter of the 84- gun 
ſhip (vide Plate, N? VI.) her ſpritſail yard paſſing over the Enemy's 
poop, and hooking her mizen ſhrowds; and the word to board being 
given, the officers and ſeamen deſtined for this duty, headed by Lieu- 
tenant Berry, together with the detachment of the 6gth regiment, 
commanded by Lieutenant Pearſon, then doing duty as marines on board 
the Captain, paſſed with rapidity on board the Enemy's ſhip; and in a 
ſhort time the San Nicolas was in the poſſeſſion of her intrepid aſſailants. 
The Commodore's impatience would not permit him to remain an 
inactive ſpectator of this event. He knew the attempt was hazardous; 
and his preſence, he thought, might contribute to its ſucceſs. He 
therefore accompanied the party in this attack, paſſing from the fore 
chains of his own ſhip into the Enemy's quarter gallery, and thence 
through the cabin to the quarter deck, where he arrived in time to receive 
tne ſword of the dying Commander, who was mortally wounded by the 
boarders. Fora few minutes after the officers had ſubmitted, the crew 
below were firing their lower-deck guns: this irregularity, however, was 

3 | ſoon 
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ſoon corrected, and meaſures taken for the ſecurity of the conqueſt. 
But this labour was no ſooner atchieved, than he found himſelf engaged 
in another and more arduous one. The ſtern of the three-decker, his 
former opponent, was directly amidſhips on the weather-beam of the 
San Nicolas; and, from her poop and galleries, the Enemy ſorely annoyed 
with muſquetry the Britiſh on board the San Nicolas. The Commodore 
was not long in reſolving on the conduct to be obſerved upon this - 

momentous occaſion, The alternative that preſented itſelf, was 8 
quit the prize, or advance. Confident in the bravery of his ſeamen, he 

determined on the latter. Directing therefore an additional number of. 
men to be ſent from the Captain, on board the San Nicolas, the 
undaunted Commodore headed himſelf the aſſailants in this new attack, 
and. ſucceſs. crowned the enterpriſe. Such, . indeed, was the panic 
occaſioned by his preceding conduct, that the Britiſh no ſooner appeared 
on the quarter-deck of their new opponent, than the Commandant 
advanced, and aſking for the Britiſh commanding Officer, dropped on 
one knee, and preſented to him his ſword; making, at the ſame time, an 
excuſe for the Spaniſh | Admiral s not appearing, as he was dangerouſly 
wounded, For a moment Commodore Nelſon could ſcarcely perſuade 
himſelf of this ſecond inſtance of good fortune; he therefore ordered 
the Spaniſh Commandant, who had the rank of a Brigadier, to aſſemble 
the officers on the quarter- deck, and direct ſteps to be taken inſtantly wr © 
communicating to the crew the ſurrender of the ſhip. All the officers 
immediately appeared ; and the Commodore found the furrender of the 
San Joſef aſcertained, by each of them reine to him his ſword... 


The 


1 


The Coxſwain of the Commodore's barge had attended the Com- 
modore throughout this perilous adventure. To him the Commodore 


gave in charge the ſwords of the Spaniſh Officers as he received them; 


and the jolly Tar, as they were delivered to him, tucked theſe honourable | 


i trophies under his arm, with all the ſang-froid imaginable, 


It was at this moment alſo that an honeſt Jack Tar, an old acquaint- 
ance of the Commodore, came up to him in the fullneſs of his heart, 


and excuſing the liberty he was taking, aſked to ſhake him by the hand, 
to congratulate him upon ſeeing him ſafe on the quarter-deck of a Spaniſh 


three-decker. 


This new conqueſt had ſcarcely ſubmitted, and the Commodore 
returned on board the San N icolas, when the latter ſhip was diſcovered 
to be on fire in two places —At the firſt moment appearances were 
alarming; but preſence of mind and reſources were not wanting to the 
Britiſh officers in this emergency. The fire-men were immediately 
ordered from the Captain ; ; and proper means being taken, the fires 


were e ſoon got under, 


A ſignal was now made by the Captain, for boats to aſſiſt in ſepa- 
rating her from her prizes; and as the Captain was incapable of further 
ſervice until refitted, the Commodore hoiſted his pendant, for the 
moment, on board the Minerva frigate, and in the evening removed 
it to the Lrrelflable, Captain Martin, 


Four 


CJ 


Four of the Enemy's ſhips were now in poſſeſſion of the Britiſh 
Squadron (two of three decks, the Salvador del Mondo, and the San 
Joſef, of 112 guns each ; one of 84, the San Nicolas; and the San 
Yſidro, of 74 guns) ; and the van of the Britiſh line ſtill continued to 
preſs hard the Santiſſima Trinidad, and others in the rear of the Enemy's 
flying fleet. The approach however of the Enemy's ſhips which had 
been ſeparated from their main body in the morning, two new ſhips alſo 
bearing down from to windward, (vide Plates, NY VI. & VII.) and two 
of the Enemy's flying ſhips wearing to ſupport their Chief, at that time 
ſeverely preſſed, (vide Plate, N' VII.) add to which, the cloſing of 
the day—theſe circumſtances, but more particularly the lateneſs of 
the hour, while the prizes were not yet properly ſecured, determined 
the Britiſh Admiral to bring to. The headmoſt of the Enemy's 
approaching ſhips (in all nine in number, two of which were of 
three decks) had indeed advanced to fire on the Britannia, in 
which Vice-Admiral Thompſon carried his flag, and the ſternmoſt 
ſhips of the rear-diviſion, which were fortunately at this period in a 
ſituation to keep the Enemy in check. The Victory likewiſe, with the 
Barfleur and Namur, had formed to cover the prizes. The Britiſh 
Admiral, therefore, a little before four o'clock P. M. made the prepa- 
rative, and ſoon after the ſignal, for the Britiſh Fleet to bring to. The 
Enemy's freſh ſhips, on approaching, opened a fire on our covering ſhips ; 
but, though both freſh and fo ſuperior in numbers (vide Plate, No VII.) 
they contented themſelves with the noiſe of a few irregular broadſides, 
leaving their captured friends, and ſeeming too happy to be allowed to 
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eſcape with their diſcomfited Chief, and his diſabled companions, to 


think of moleſting our ſquadron in bringing to on the ſtarboard tack. 


The frigates having orders to take in charge the prizes not already 
taken poſſeſſion of, the four were ſoon ſecured as well as circumſtances 
permitted ; and the Captain having ſuffered very conſiderably in her 
maſts and rigging, the Minerva was ordered to take her in tow. At the 
cloſe of the evening, the Britiſh Fleet was again formed in moſt 
admirable line of battle, on a wind with their heads to the ſouthward, 
(vide Plate, No VIII.) and the Niger frigate ordered to look out during 
the night. | | 


The cloſe of the day, before the four prizes were ſecured, undoubtedly 
faved the Spaniſh Admiral's flag from falling into the hands of the 
victors. The Santiſſima Trinidada, in which he carried it, had been fo 
much the object of attention, that the ſhip was a perfect wreck when 
the action ceaſed. Many indeed aver, that ſhe actually ſtruck both her 
flag and enſign, hoiſting a white flag as a fignal of ſubmiſſion; but as 
ſhe continued her courſe, and afterwards hoiſted a Spaniſh jack, others 
doubt this circumſtance. It is however a truth, that her fire had been 


filent for ſome time before this event is reported to have occurred, 


The loſs of the Enemy in this engagement muſt have been very 
confiderable, The fire of the Britiſh Squadron was, throughout the 


action, ſuperior in the proportion of five or ſix to one; and if we 
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were to judge from the number of killed and wounded found on board 
the prizes, their caſualties muſt greatly exceed the numbers that have 
been uſually computed. Almoſt all their wounded that had loſt limbs 
died for want of aſſiſtance; and many others, who were wounded in 
other parts, were found dead in the holds. 


The loſs of the Britith-Squadron, in killed and wounded *, amounted . 
to exactly three hundred: moderate indeed, when compared with that of 
the Enemy, and conſidering the duration of the action! But the EXPEN= - 
diture: of ammunition was, Jam told, beyond. any recent example. 
The Culloden expended, it is ſaid, one hundred and ſeventy barrels of 
powder ; the Captain, one hundred and forty-ſix; and the Blenheim, . 
one hundred and eighty ; other ſhips expended in the fame proportion. . 
It is not unworthy of remark alſo, that not a ſinglè gun in FINE; Britiſh . 


1 en burſt 1 in this action... 


The Captain fired more ſhot than are uſually given to a ſhip of her 
rate, at her firſt equipment in England; and it was obſerved, that when 
ſhot. or grape were wanting on board this ſhip for the carronades, the 
Tars ſubſtituted in their place nine- pounds ſhot, ſeven of which were 
frequently diſcharged at one time, and then at ſo ſhort a ane, that 


every ſhot of the ſeyen muſt have had effect. 1 
e I confeſs,”, 


ide Appendix, NY I. 
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I could with; my dear Sir, in this place, to convey to you, in ſome 
adequate manner, the merits of the chief perſonages in this glorious 


tranſaction ; but the praiſe of thoſe who were moſt conſpicuous will, 


after all, be beſt collected from this faithful narrative of their actions: it 
is far above the power of my pen to expreſs. I confeſs, the admiration 


with which I viewed their conduct would not permit me to be ſilent, or 


to ſuppreſs the ſtrong feelings excited in my mind, by all the glories 


of that memorable day,—if it were not for a real deſpair of reaching 


the extraordinary merits of ſome,—and for a ſincere apprehenſion of doing 


injuſtice, even to thoſe whom I might name, as well as to thoſe whom 1 


might from ignorance omit, Certain it is, that while the Admiral, 
and ſome diſtinguiſhed actors in this ſcene, are covered with never- 
fading laurels,—if others of the Squadron had not the ſame important 
ſhare in the operations of the day, it was owing to circumſtances not 


dependent on themſelves, and to no want of ardour or perſonal exer- 


tion, 


If I may be permitted to hazard an opinion, the whole Squadron have 


gained immortal honour ; for the victory of the 14th of February ſtands, 


in all its circumſtances, firſt and unparalleled in naval hiſtory.) 


The ' Spaniſh Fleet, from our beſt accounts, conſiſted of twenty- 


ſeven ſail of the line, and ten frigates: ſeveral of them, however, 


had no ſhare in the action until the cloſe of the day; and after the 


Britiſh Admiral had paſſed through their line, little more than their 


main 
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main body ever renewed the fight. It was a defenſive combat entirely 
on their parts, after Commodore Nelſon obliged them to haul theic 
wind on the larboard tack, 


Their Fleet appeared to be moſt indifferently manned ; the flag 
ſhips had not more than fixty or eighty ſeamen on board, the remainder 
of their crews conſiſting of preſſed landſmen, and ſoldiers of their new 
levies. It does not ſeem to have been their intention to ſeek the Britiſh 
Squadron; nay, we have reaſon to think they would have been happy 
to have avoided them, notwithſtanding their ſuperiority : but the Britiſh 
Admiral availed himſelf of the haze of the morning to ſurpriſe them; 

_ contrary winds (the ſtrong eaſterly gale) had driven their fleet ſo far to 
the weſtward. Their object, ſince the 5th of the month, had been to 
reach the port of Cadiz; and the very morning of the action, before 
they had diſcovered the Britiſh Squadron, the fignal, I am told, had been : 
made for bearing up for that port, in contequence of a favourable change 


of wind during the preceding night. 


Some of the priſoners ſpoke very reaſonably and ſenſibly on the opera- 
tions and events of the day. In general they were inclined to admit that 
the Spaniſh Fleet was not in a proper ſtate to appear at ſea; and ſome of 
them, in the ill-humour of a defeat, obſerved that it was not an 
uncommon thing, before the Fleet quitted Carthagena, to hear both 
misfortune and diſgrace predicted, if their fleet were to meet even an 
. Inferior force of Britiſh ſhips. An Officer of one of the prizes ſaid, 
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that on board the ſhip in which he ſerved, it was impoſſible, after the- 
firſt broadſide, for the Captain or Officers to perſuade any of the crew: 


to go aloft to repair the injured rigging: threats and puniſhment. were 


equally ineffectual. He had ſeen ſome ſevere examples made for diſobe- 
dience of orders ; but though two or three had been killed, and ſeveral 
wounded, theſe ſeverities had no effect. The panic-ſtruck. wretches, 
when called upon to go aloft, fell immediately on their. knees, and, in. 
that poſture, cried out, that they preferred being ſacrificed on the ſpot, 
to performing a duty in the execution of which they conſidered death 


as inevitable. 


On board the San Joſef, when the Britiſh ſailors had taken poſſeſſion, 


it was remarked by the Engliſh Officers, that four or five tompions were 
Rill fixed in the quarter- deck guns of the fide that had been engaged; 


and the reaſon being demanded, the people on board replied, with a ſhrug 


of the ſhoulders, that the animated and deſtructive cannonade of the: 
Britiſh ſhips had not allowed. them to fire theſe guns. It is a queſtion, 
indeed, if they were loaded. It was obſerved alſo, by ſeveral of the 
advanced Diviſion of the Britiſh Squadron, that as ſoon as their guns were 


run out to repeat a broadſide, the Enemy appeared, to them, invariably 


to quit their guns; and, it is thought, threw themſelves proſtrate on 
the decks, to eſcape, if poſſible, the effects of the diſcharge. 


Thus, my dear Sir, you have the moſt intereſting particulars of this 
brilliant affair. I have other anecdotes in ſtore, which I reſerve until 


We 
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we meet to talk over this, as well as other occurrences, that have hap- 
pened ſince we parted. I cannot, however, conclude my letter without 
remarking for your ſatisfaction, knowing you to be a correct man, that 
the time mentioned in the Narrative is-taken from the minutes kept 
on board the VieToRy. Some difference occurs between them and 
thoſe kept on board other ſhips ; but I have thought proper to follow 
the former, conceiving them to be the moſt correct, In hope of our 
meeting in a few days, I remain, 


My DEAR SIR, &c. 
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APP 


ENDIS, 


No I, 


RETURN of the KILLED and woUNDED, on board the BRITISH SQUADRON, 
commanded by Admiral Sir John Fervis, K. B. in the Action with the 


SPANISH FLEET, off Cape St. Vincent's, on the 14th of February, 1797. 


—_— 
__ —— — — 


KILLED. | WOUNDED. 
Ships Names. Guns pee, Ff Officers. & Marines, Officers Names, killed or wounded. 
| | Major Win. Norris, marines, killed. 
Mr. James Goodenech, midſh. ditto. 
8 | Commodore H. Nelſon bruifed, but 
Plain, 7461 23 2 54 not obliged to quit the deck. 
SF | | Mr. Carrington, boatſwain, wounded 
in boarding the San Nicolas. 
Mr. Thomas Lund, midſh. wounded. 
Mr. Edw. Libby, acting lieutenant, 
wounded,, 
Blenheim: =. - 90 | ©: 12 2 47 4 Mr, Peacock, boatſwain, wounded, 
| Mr. Joſeph Wrixon, maſter's mate, 
1 | LL wounded, ſince dead. 
Culloden < - 74 1 9 O 47 Lieut. Livingſtone, marines, killed. 
| . Mr. P. Peffers, boatſwain, killed. 
Excellent, 4 1 10 6 12 . E. A. Doune, maſter's mate, 
| wounded, 
Serjeant Watſon, marines, killed. 
# Lieut. A. Thompſon, wounded. 
Irreſiſtible, - -- *6 7 © 5 I 13 jim. Balfour, midſhipm. wounded. 
Mr. H. McKinnon, maſter's mate, 
* | wounded, | | 
Prince George, - 98 © © 0 7 | 
. 74 9 0 0 9 Mr. Thomas Manſel, mid. wounded, 
Goliah, - = <= 74 | © O O Fo | 
Namür, 90 © 2 0 5 
Bar fleur, 98 © RS. 7 
VicToRY, = - 100 © 1 8 5 
Coloſſus, - » 74 - 0 O O 5 
Diadem, 64 0 0 0 2 
Britannia, - = 100 | 0 O 2 t 
Fgmont 74 | © 0 0 Q 
Total WS ns a © | 
Total killed and wounded—300, 


No. Ships Names. 


1 Blenheim, - - - 
Dem, 
3 Prince George, - - 
4 Irreſiſtible, —— 


5 Britannia 


6 Captain 


+ Egmontt =. 

8 VICTORY, =: = DFE 

9 Culloden , 
JJ 


1% ¼P A8 


12 Barfleur, 


13 Excellent. 
14 Goliah, - 
15 Namur, - 


Total - - 


Ne II. 


Names of the Süirs compoſing the BRITISH SQUADRON, under the com- 


mand of Admiral Sir John Jervis, K. B. on the 14th of February, 1797, 
diſpoſed in the temporary Order of Battle. 


Guns. 


90 


—— ny 


1232 guns. 


f 
4 
L. W. Min H. Nelſon. 


Commanders. 


T. L. Frederick, Eſq. 


G. H. Towry 


Rear Admiral W. Parker. 
T. Irwin. 
G. Martin 


Vice-Admiral Thompſon. 
T. Foley. 


R. W. Miller. 


J. Sutton. 


Admiral Sir John Jervis, K. B. 
R. Calder. 
G. Grey. 


T. Trowbrid ge. 


Sir James Saumarez. 


G. Murray. 


Vice-Admiral Hon. Wm. Waldegrave. 
J. R. Dacres. 


C. Collingwood. 
Sir C. H. Knowles, Bart. 
J. H. Whitſhed. 


Difference againſt the Britiſh Fleet, 1076 guns. 


FRI G A TES. 


- Lively, — — ow 9 
La Minerve, - 
Niger 


Southampton, 


La Bonne Citoyenne, 


Raven Brig, - - - 
rn 


Guns. 


32 


40 


32 
32 
18 
18 
12 


Commanders. 


Rt. Hon. Lord Viſcount Garlies, 
G. Cockburn. 


E. J. Foote. 
J. M Namara. 
C. Lindſay. 
W. Prowſe. 
Lieut. Gibſon. 


Ne III. 


Nauxs of the Sy1ps compoſing the Syanisn FLEET, under the command 
of Vice-Admiral Don Joſef Cordova, on the 14th of February, 1797, 
in the Action with the BRITISH SqQUaADRoN, off Cape St. Vincent's ; 
copied from a Lift of their Line of Battle, found on board the Sar 

. Maro, after ſhe ſtruck. 


No. Ships Names, Guns, Frigates Names Quns. 
Ft 1 
V 74 
8 A = Brigid. 44 
E [4 e — Caſuda, „„ 4 
1 3.4 5 Concepcion, - - - = 112 805 ky UNS 3 
* |6 San Dominga, - - - 74 . Nh „„ 
> | 7 Conquiſtador, - ' - 74 f Re BR 
8 San Juan Nepomuceno, 7 
L9- San Gennaro, 74 
io Merino. 112 
11 Terrible... 74 | | 
54 2 $2 Oe - 74 Paz, = - = = 34 
XY | 13 Soberano,” = =. 174 e. JFC 
EY 14 SANTISSIMA TRINIDADA,130 Guadalupe 34 
© | 15 San Nicolas, - = - - 84. (taken) Sues e V 
8.1.16 San Vado, 14 (ditto) Vigilante (Brig) - - 12 
od 17 Salvador del Mondo, 112 (ditto) | 
418 San Ildefonſo, - - 74 
19 Conde de Regla, - - 112 
| 20 San Firmin 74 
8 V' Matilda. 34 
5 22 Principe de Aſturias, - 112 Diana, - - 34 
ES 23 San Antonio, - - - 74 Atocha,  - - - 34 
| 24 Gloriolo, - <=» 74 Ceres 34 
K 25 Atlante, - - - - - 74 
| 26 San Franciſco de Paula, 74 | 
Lei San; Joſef, - - 113 (taken) 
Total! 2308 guns. 


Difference in favour of the Spanith Fleet, 1070 guns. 
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REFERENCE To Tu PLATE, Ne I. 


Shewing the Poſitio tions of the Brit i/h and Spaniſh Fleets, when ſeveral . of the Span 97 
Fleet were firſt diſcovered by the Britiſb. 


A. Britiſh Fleet in the order of failing in two diviſions, 


B. La Bonne Citoyenne, ſloop of war, Captain Lindſay, advanced a-head, and 
to windward of the Britiſh Fleet, to reconnoitre, 


Jos Several Spaniſh ſhips and frigates firſt diſcovered by the Britiſh Flect. 


D. Suppoſed poſition of the main body of the Spaniſh Fleet, at this time 
| obſcured by the fog of the morning. 
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| REFERENCE To TH PLATE, Ne II. 


r the Poſitions of the Bri i/ſh and Spaniſh Fleets about half paſt eleven 
o'clock A. M. 


A. The Britiſh Fleet formed in line 


of battle, as moſt convenient, 


on the ſtarboard tack, advan- 
cing to cut off the Spaniſh ſhips 
that were ſeparated from their 


main body. 


BRITISH LINE of BATTLE. 
Culloden, 

Blenheim, 
Prince George, 

Orion, 
Irreſiſtible, 
Coloſſus, 
VICTORY, 
Barfleur, | 
Goliah, . 

Egmont, 
Britannia, 
Namur, 
Captain, 
Diadem, 


Excellent 


N 


B. Britiſh Frigates bearing up to 
paſs to leeward of their Fleet. 


SG. Portugueſe Frigate, which was 
caſually in company with the 
Britiſh Fleet. 


D. Several Spaniſh Line - of - Battle 
Ships and Frigates ſeparated 
; from their main body, and 


ſtanding away on the ſtarboard 


tack. 


E. The main body of the Spaniſh 
Fleet, bearing down in a con- 
fuſed manner to ſupport their 


Ships to leeward. 


F. Two Spaniſh Line-of-Battle Ships, 


a little advanced from their main 


body, with a view to recon- 


noitre the Britiſh Fleet. 


G. A Spaniſh Frigate joining the 


Spaniſh Fleet. 
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REFERENCE ro Taz P ATX Ne II, 
Shewing the Poſitions of the Britiſh and Spaniſh Fleets a little after twelve o chick. 


A. Britiſh Fleet paſſing through the Enemy's Line. 


B. Culloden tacking to engage the Enemy's main body to windward. 


C. Main body of the Spaniſh Fleet, which, after paſling the Britiſh Fleet on the 


larboard tack, bore up with an apparent deſign of joining their ſhips to 
leeward, _ 
D. Spaniſh Ships cut off from their main body, attempting to join their friends, 


but obliged to wear and ſheer off by the ſuperior force of the Britiſh 
fire, | 


E. A Spaniſh line-of-battle Ship, which ſucceeded in joining the main body, 


F. The Britiſh frigates exchanging fires with the Spaniſh two-decker, as ſhe 
| paſſed the rear of the Britiſh Line. 


G. A large Ship, that at the commencement of the action tet all ſail, and ſoon 
diſappeared to leeward, 
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' REFERENCE ro ru PLATE, No Iv. 
 Shewing the Poſitions of the Britiſh and Spaniſh Fleets about three quarters paſt 


twelve clock, 


tack, and making fail in conſequence of the ſpirited attack of Commodore 


Nelſon, in the Captain, of 14 guns, ſupported by the Culloden, of 
74 guns, commanded by Captain Trowbridge. 


B. The Captain engaged with the Santiſſina Trinidada, of 136 guns, and two 
| other three-decked ſhips, which were ſeconds to the Spaniſh Admiral. 


. Culloden, engaged witli the rear ſhips of the Enemy's main body. 


The Blenheim, a three-decker, of go guns, commanded by Captain 


T. L. Frederick, advancing to the aſſiſtance of the Captain and 
1 i Dulleden, | 


E Rear-Admiral W. Parker, in the Prince George, of 98 guns; with the 


Fleet. 
” 


fore- yard and ſore-topſail-yard. 


ſheer off, and afterwards made all ſail to the ſouthward. 


A. The main body of the Spaniſh Fleet ech their wind on the larboard 5 


Orion, of 74 guns; Irreſiſtible, of 74 guns; and Diadem, of 64 guns; 
approaching to ſupport the attack on the centre and rear of the Enemy's 


. The Coloſſus, of 74 guns, Captain G. Murray, diſabled by the loſs of her 


G. Spaniſh Ships that attempted to join their main body, but were obliged to 
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REFERENCE ro uE PLATE, No v. 


Shewing the Poſitions of the Briti/h and Spaniſh Fleets about half paſt one & clock P. M. 


A; 


E. 


J. 


Enemy's Fleet making off in great confuſion on the larboard tack. 


B. The Blenheim, Captain I. L. F rederick cloſely engaged with | 
C. The Captain, Commodore Nelſon—Captain R. W. Miller ge Enemy's centre 
D. The Culloden, Captain Trowbridge and rear. 


Rear-Admiral W. Parker, with the Prince George, Orion, Irreſiſtible, and 
Diadem, commencing the action with the rear ſhips of the Enemy. 


The Coloſſus difabled—and the Minerva frigate N to her 
aſſiſtance. 


The Victory, with the remainder of the Britiſh Fleet, cloſe hauled on the 


larboard tack. 


Spaniſh Ships cut off hk their main body, hauling their wind on the 
ſtarboard tack. 


Spaniſh Ships to windward at a conſiderable Liftance: 
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REFERENCE ro Tae PLATE, No VI. 


Shewing the Poſitions of the Britiſh and Spaniſh Fleets from half paſt two o'clock t9 
half paſt three %clock P. M. 


A. The advanced Diviſion of the -Britiſh Fleet, conſiſting of the Blenheim, 
| Culloden, Prince George, Captain, Orion, Irreſiſtible, and Diadem. 


B. The rear Diviſion, conſiſting of the Excellent, VicToRy, Barfleur, Namur, 
Egmont, Goliah, and Britannia, 
C. The Coloſſus. 


- 


The main body of the Spaniſh Fleet, making off in confuſion, 


2 


now rejoining their friends. 


F. Two Spaniſh line- of- battle, not ſeen at the commencement of the action, now 


approaching from to windward, 


Noe I, Track of the Excellent, when Captain Collingwood bore up, and paſſed 
between the San Iſidro, Ne I. and the Salvador del Mundo, N III. to the 
ſupport of the Captain, Ne IV, and the ſhips engaged with the Santiſſima 


Trinidada, Ne V. and others of the enemy's centre, 


No VI. Track of the Victory, and Ne VII. of the Barfleur, in bearing up to 


engage the Enemy's rear-ſhips to leeward. 


Ne VIII. Track of the Namur, which bore up with the Victory and Barfleur, 
but afterwards luffed up to oppoſe the Enemy's freſh ſhips and cover the 


Prizes, 


* 


Ne IX. The Britannia, 
Ne X. The San Nicolas, and Ne XI. the San Joſef, which were boarded, 


and carried ſword in hand, by Commodore Nelſon, in the Captain. 


Spaniſh Ships which had been cut of from their main rat & in the morning, 
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REFERENCE ro Tye PLATE, Ne VII. 


| Shewing the Poſit tions of the Britiſh and Spamſh Flects, about three var ters pat three 


A. 


o clock P. At. 


The rear Diviſion of the Britiſh "T4 viz. Britannia, Ne I.—Goliah, Ne II. 
—Barfleur, N' III. - Victory, N' IV Namur, Ne V. — Excellent, 
Ne VI. — Egmont, N“ VII. covering the prizes, and the injured ſhips of 
the advanced Diviſion, againſt the Enemy's freſh ſhips, arrived to ſupport 
their Admiral in Chief. 


The Santiffima Trinidada on the eve of ſtriking, if not already ſtruck. 


Two line-of-battle Skips of he Enemy' s$ van wearing, on the junction of the 


reinforcement of freſh ſhips, to ſupport their Chief. 


«The Captain, entangled with her two prizes, the San Nicolas and SanJoſcf, 


The Diadem (64), and Minerva frigate, allitking the Captain, to diſengage 


her from her prizes. 


The Coloſſus. 


The Lively frigate having ＋ in to the San fro, the firſt Spaniſh h p that 
ſtruck. 


The Salvador de! Mondo, attended by the Bonne Citoyenne. 
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' REFERENCE ro rue PLATE, Ne VIII, 


Shewing the Poſitions of the Britiſh and & paniſh Fleets on the evening of the 14th if February, 


A. The Britiſh Fleet formed in a line of battle a-head, the prizes and diſabled 


ſhips being to leeward in tow of the frigates. 
B. The Spaniſh Fleet to windward, in great confuſion, 


C. The Niger frigate, Captain Foote, the look-out frigate of the Britiſh Fleet, 
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